INQUEST

character, condition, and value of the property from which
the income of your senatorerie is derived. Actually your
most important duty will be to supply Us with trustworthy
and positive information on any point which may interest
the Government; and to this end, you will send Us a direct
report, once a week, from the capital town of your
Department.

You will realise that complete secrecy must be observed
as to this confidential mission. If it got about, all enlightened
people would avoid you, honest men would refuse to have
any communication with you, and you would have nothing
to report but treacherous and malicious denunciations.
At the same time, the public officials, most of whom
deserve Our confidence, would be discredited and dis-
couraged, and these special missions, which are meant to
enlighten the Government, would be no better than an
odious inquisition, tending to disorganise the public service.

(1)  You are to discover what is the character, conduct,
and capacity of the public officials, both in the administrative
and the judicial departments;

(2)  What principles the clergy hold, and how much
influence they have;

(3)  Who the outstanding men are in each part of your
arrondissement, in virtue of their character, wealth, opinions,
andpopular influence; and to what classof society they belong.

You will draw up detailed returns of all information
about persons, basing your judgments upon genuine and
established facts, and send in these returns to Us.

(4)  You will investigate, in the different classes and
cantons, the state of public opinion on (i) the government;
(ii) religion; (iii) conscription; (iv) the road tax; (v) the
incidence of indirect taxation.

(5)  You will notice whether there are any persons in
hiding from conscription; if so, how many; and whether
a rising of any kind is to be feared from this cause;

How the Gendarmerie does its work; and what individual
members of it are noticeable either for their zeal, or for
their neglect of duty;
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